CHAPTER XIX ARISTOTLE (continued}
IF \ve look closely at this conception of Aristotle's we shall see that it has a nearer relation to the Platonic doctrine of Ideas, and even to the doctrine of Reminiscence, than perhaps even Aristotle himself realised The fundamental conception of Plato, it will be remembered, is that of an eternally existing 4 thought of God,1 in manifold forms or 'ideas,' which come into the consciousness of men in connection with or on occasion of sensations, which are therefore in our experience later than the sensations, but which we nevertheless by reason recognise as necessarily prior to the sensations, inasmuch as it is through these ideas alone that the sensations are knowable or narnable at all Thus the final end for man is by contemplation and * daily dying to the world of sense/ to come at last into the full inheritance in conscious knowledge of that 'thought of God ' which was latent from the first in his soul, and of which in its fulness God Himself is eternally and necessarily possessed.